June 1 O, 1952 

H. M. WHITMAN 
ENVELOPE 
Filed 00%. 2, 1947 

2,600,146 



Patented June 10, 19S2 ï .... ' 2,600,146 

UNITED STATES PATENT 

1 
This invention relates fo correspondence en- 
velopes of paper and particularly to envelopes 
adapted for business notices and communications 
which may qualify as third class mail. 
An object of the invention is fo provide an en- 
velope adapted for single mailing and on which 
a message may be written belote final folding 
of the envelope into position for mafling. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 
an envelope on the inner surface of whieh a mes- 
sage may be printed or written which will per- 
mit inspection by the postal authorities while 
the message is normally maintained out of view 
by the folds of the envelope. 
With the above and other objects in view the 
invention may include the features of construc- 
tion and operation set forth in the following 
speciflcation and illustrated in the accompany- 
ing drawing. 
In the accompanying drawing annexed hereto 
and forming a part of this specification I have 
shown the invention embodied in two forms of 
correspondence envelopes but it will be under- 
stood that the invention can be otherwise em- 
bodied and that the drawing is not to be con- 
strued as deflning or limiting the scope of the in- 
vention, the claims appended fo this speciflca- 
tion being relied upon for that purpose. 
In the drawing: 
 Fig. 'i is an outline of the sheet forming an 
velope made according fo the present invention 
prlor fo ifs being folded; 
Fig. 2 is an outline of the envelope shown in 
Fig. 1 partially folded and as used by the sender] 
Fig. 3 is a completely folded view of the en- 
velope shown in Figs. 1 and 2 ready for mailing;- 
Fig. 4 is an outline belote folding of another 
form of envelope marie according to the present 
invention; 
Fig. 5 is a partially folded view of the envelope 
shown in Fig. 4 ready for receiving the printed 
or written message and Fig. 6 is a completely 
folded view of the envelope ready for mailing. 
In the above mentioned drawing, there have 
been shown but two embodiments of the inven- 
tion which are now thought tobe preferred, but 
itis fo be understood that changes mari modifi- 
cations may be marie within the scope of the 
pended claires without departing fÆom the spirit 
of this invention. 
Referring more in detail fo the figures of the 
drawing and flrst to the forrn of the invention 
shown in Figures I, 2 and 3, if will be seen that 
this envelope-includes a central panel 0, two 
gummed flaps 2 and 14, and two large un- 
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gummed panels 16 and 16. The gummed flaps 
12 and 14 may extend along one side and one end 
respectively of the central panel 0. The longer 
flap  2 has ifs free edge gummed and the shorter 
5 flap'  4 is wider and has a portion only of ifs width 
gummed throughout ifs length. The free edge 
of flap  is left ungummed for a purpose pres- 
ently to be described. Flap 4 is moistened and 
ifs gummed portion is made fo adhere to the 
10 surface of the central panel 16 preferably before 
printing or writing the message or information 
on the inner surfaces of the panels  0,  6 and  6. 
To prepare the envelope for mailing the panel 
16 has ifs end edge tucked under the free end 
15 ungummed margin of the flap . The panel 
6 is then folded over the panel 6 and flap 
and flnally the flap 12 is folded over the free 
end of panel  6. With the flap  2 moistened and 
adhering fo the outer surface of panel 6 the 
20 printed marrer or message will be concealed but 
may be inspected by carefully withdrawing panel 
6. With the panel 6 withdrawn, or by turning 
back the ungummed margin of flap 4, the inner 
surfaces of panels 0, 6 and 6 will be visible 
25 when the envelope is bowed outwardly by com- 
pressing the upper and lower edges. 
The envelope may be opened in the same man- 
ner as a conventional envelope by slitting along 
the fold between panel 0 .and flap 2. The 
30 panels 6 and 6 may then be readily unfolded 
fo present the entire printed marrer in convenient 
and readable form. If desired, perforations 
may be provided adjacent or along the fold be- 
tween panels 0 and 6. This panel may then 
35 be readily detached for remailing. 
Referring fo the form of the invention shown 
in Figs. 4, 5 and 6, if will be seen that the enve- 
lope comprises a central panel 24, and a panel 
26 extending from one of the longer sides. In 
40 addition two oppositely disposed flaps 28 are 
provided extending from the shorter sides of 
panel 24. A third flap 8{} of conventional tri- 
angular form with ifs free edge gummed is also 
provided. The two flaps 28 are gummed over 
45 their entire area and are folded down directly 
upon the inner surface of panel 24 and 
hered thereto. In this folded and attached po- 
sition they reinforce the opposite edges of the 
panel 24 and eliminate raw edges. 
50 With the flaps 28 in the position shown in Fig. 
5, the envelope may be printed or a message 
written thereon. The envelope may then be 
prepared for mailing by folding the panel 26 over 
panel 24 and gumming and folding the flap 30 
55 over the free end or outer surface of panel 26. 
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The printed or written marrer on the inner sur- 
ïaces of panels 24 and 26 may be inspected by 
bowing the panels 24 and 26 outwardly by com- 
pressil their upper and lower edges. The 
velope also may be opened in the usual manner 
by slitting along the edge or fold between panel 
24 and flap 36. 
I claim: 
1. An envelope comprising a central panel, a 
side panel extending ïrom one edge thereof, a 
flap extending ïrom said central panel at the 
 opposite edge from said side panel, said fla 
beîng partially gummed and having a free edge 
under which said side panel ma be tucked wher, 
ïolded, a second panel extending from another 
side edge of saîd central panel, and a gummed 
flap from another edge of said central panel to 
which said second panel may be attached. 
2. An envelope comprising a central panel, two 
side panels extending from adjacent edges of said 
central panel, and two gummed flaps extendin 
îrom the remaining sides of said central panel, 
one er said flaps being adhesively attached to. 
said central panel: and hav.ing a free unummed 
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edge under which the free end of one of said 
side panels may be tucked, the other side panel 
being adhesively attached to said second flap. 
5 HARLAN M. WHITMAN. 
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